Setting up N1MM Logger for use with the New York QSO Party

Setting up NIMM Logger to use during the New Y ork QSO Party is a simple process.
The most important thing is that you have a current copy of NIMM Logger in your
computer (preferably with the latest updates), and that the program loads properly when
you start it. Thistutorial assumes both of these conditions are met.

Step 1-1f you havejust installed NIMM, and are running it for the VERY FIRST time,
when you open the program, the first screen that will pop up is the “Station Information
screen, as shown below. Fill out al of the relevant information in the form, and hit OK.
Make sure your ARRL Section is set correctly-thisis very important! If you have aready
donethis, or thisis not the VERY FIRST time you have run the program, skip to step 2.

Station Information screen:

= Edit Station Information

Tip: Y'ou need to fill out thiz form
Call |MZ2M or the program will not perform
properly... &lzo, make sure vour
computer date and time are set
to the LOCAL date and time
zone for pour location.

M ame |Ken Boazi

Address |5EI1 8 Ontario Center Rd
Address |

City |/ alwcrth State [NY Zip {14568
Counkry ]LIS.-’-‘-.

Gnd Square [FM13 CO Zone (5 ITU Zane |3
Licenze Clazs |Estra Latitude |43.5 Laonaitude | 77

Station T/R | Pawer
Antenna Ant. height o.g. azl
ARRL Section WY FPacket Hode Call |WEEFE><

Rowver QTH [WwaY
Club |Rochester [NY] DX Assn

email address |n22n@arrl.net

SMTR Server addr |:-:_:-:

0k Help Cancel




Step 2-After opening the program and the title screen clears, the Entry window will
appear. Thisisthe main window for the program. It can be considered the “control
center” for NIMM, because all of the other windows and functions are launched from
thiswindow. Closing thiswindow will close the program, so unless you want to shut the
program down, don’t close this window.

Thisisthe entry window:
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Bearing information appears here.
| This database is for: N1hM [ 0/0 o

Step 3-Choosing your contest. In the entry window, go to “File”, then click on “New
Log in Database”:

™= 14200.00 USB Manual - A

Dpen Log in Database: C:\Program Filesi Intel\MCS2WMIProwMOF TSLAham, mdb
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The Choose Contest dialog box will appear:

C:' Program Files' Intel'\NCS2' WMIProy' MOF, TSLA ham.mdb

Select Contest Tupe for Mew Log

Log Type |BSOPARTY |

Start Date |2009-10-12

Contest T Azzociated Files ]
Operator Categony {5|NGLE-OP =l State for Log Type GSOPARTY -
Band Calcgan J"':'"LL :" Mate - the program does i j
Fower Categar [—,_|' not walidate categaries. — =
g fLOw Check the contest wles Edit Section List
Mode Category [j4wgn - | for valid categories. Irnpart S ection List
Ovverlay Category by s -l Show Rules [Irternet
acceszs required]
Bani Evchianna ™A Omit RST. E.q COWW: 05 55: A 56 EMA
Onerattis ]NEZN Update Opsz from Log ]
Soapboy
Comments

OkK.] Help | Cancel |




In the “Log Type” dropdown box at the top of the Choose Contest dialog box, choose
“QSOPARTY”. When you choose QSOPARTY, the “State for Log Type QSOPARTY”
dialog box will become active. Choose “NY” from this box:

C:' Program Files' Intel \NCS2 WMIProy', MOF, TSLA ham.mdb

Select Contest Tupe for Mew Log

Lag Type ||:!5|:|F'.-':‘-.F|TY j %

Start Date |2009-10-12

Contest T Agzociated Files ]
Operafos Categay, |SINGLE-OP =l State for Loa Type GSOPARTY
Hand e ]'&'LL :" Mate - the program does i j
Poweer Categor - | ot validate categaries. _ =
9o JLOw Check the contest wles Edit Section List
tMode Category [j4wgp - for valid categories. Impart 5 ection List
Ovverlay Category |N.-".-'1‘-. j Show Rules (Internet
acceszs required]
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Comments

Ok.] Help | Cancel

Step 4-Choose your Entry Category. Y ou can choose your Operator Category, Band
Category, Power Category, and Mode Category to suit the type of entry you want to have.
The exampl e above shows someone who wants to enter as a Single Op, All Band, Low
Power, Mixed entry. Set it to whatever you will be entering as. Be surethe SENT
EXCHANGE box is set to your three letter NY county abbreviation. The full list of

are an out of state participant, then enter your two letter state or province abbreviation in
the box. DX stations (any station outside of USA & Canada) should enter DX into this
box. Once you have finished setting your parameters, click OK at the bottom of the
window.


http://www.nyqp.org/NewsLetters/NY_Counties.pdf

Step 5-Confirm your Participant Type. After you click OK in the above window, another
dialog box will pop up, confirming your ARRL Section, and whether or not you are
entering as an In State or Out of State participant:

N1MM Logger

Your ARRL Section is WY,
Y¥ou are entering this contest as an IN-STATE participant,
If this is nak carrect, change wour AREL Section in Config- =Chanage Your Station Data.

Asthe dialog says, be sure to verify thisinformation is correct. Thisis VERY important,
because if thisis not set properly, then the program will not function correctly! If you
need to change your section, call up the Edit Station Information window by going to the
entry window, and going to “Config”, then “Change your Station Data”:

= 14200.00 USB Manual - A E”:IE|
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[
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Thiswill bring up the Edit Station Information screen as shown in the first part of this
document.

You’redone! Now, to operate the contest...but first, afew more tips.



To bring up the multiplier screen, you can either press Control-J, or you can go to the
“Window” menu on the entry screen, and select Multipliers.

| Multipliers - County,/Other - 4 of 62
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To seeall of the New Y ork counties, and how many you have worked, check the “Other”
radio button at the bottom. To see how many states you have worked, check “Sect”.

When you open the program, the log window will appear. This showsall of the relevant
information associated with each contact you have entered.
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If you close this window, you can bring it back up by pressing Control-L, or through the
“Window” menu on the entry window.



Logging contacts-

Thisisimportant, if you want to log any QSO’s. First, you have to make the Entry
Window active, so click onit. Then, you should click in the left most entry box, and
make sure thereis acursor in the box. Thisiswhere you will type the callsign of the
station you want to work (yellow arrow on the diagram below). After typing in the call,
hit the spacebar. The cursor will jump past the signal reports (everyone is 59), and go to
the Exchange box (red arrow on the diagram below). Now, type in the exchange, which
will be athree character county abbreviation, or atwo letter state or province
abbreviation.
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Y ou may notice that when you type in the exchange, the color of the callsign may
change. If the station isanew multiplier, then the call will turnred. If the call turns
grey, then the station cannot be worked-the most common cause of thisisthat itisa
duplicate. If the call turns green, then it isadouble multiplier. In all cases, be very sure
towork al callsthat come up as multipliers!

At this point, you can thumb through the NIMM Logger manual that came with the
program to get afeel for some of the other things the program can do. Also, if you are
planning to interface any accessories to the computer (radio control, CW send cable,
Winkeyer, RTTY interface, etc), then be sure to read the manual for the accessories AND
for NIMM, so you can interface everything properly. A good ideawould beto get all of
those things interfaced well in advance of the contest date. Nothing ruins a good contest
than having to sit there configuring accessories and figuring out why things don’t work
DURING the contest! Don’t be afraid to set up alog to practice with and enter QSO’s
into-on the day of the real contest, just make a new log and use that for the real thing.

Thereisonelast thing | will walk you through-generating a Cabrillo log file after the
contest, and submitting it to the NY QP log checkers.



After the contest

The action is all over, and the thrill of operating in the NY QSO Party is still fresh in your
mind. Now is the time to generate and submit your létgre is how to do it.

In the Entry Window, go to “File”, then “Export”, then “Export Cabrillo to File”.



